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FORT GIBSON
Fort Gibson, Muscogee Co.
Oklahoma
Owner: Not given,

Date of Erection: 1845 (beginning).

Architect and Bullder: U.S.Government.

HABS No. 34"

Page 1,

Present, Condition: OSome structurss good, others poor.

Number of Stories: Varies.

Materials of Congtruction: Stones

Other Existing Records: See fext.

Additionsl Data: See following pages.
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"ORT GIBSON
TORT GIB3ON, OXLAHOLIA

The site of Mort Gibgson was first occupled by United
States troops on April 21, 1824, when Colonel Hatthew Arbuckle
srrived there with Companies B. C. G. and K of the 3eventh
Infantry. These troops were brought there in an effort to
arreat hostilities hetween the Oéage Indisns,whe occupled the
country]and the Cherokee a2nd other emigrant Indlans then living
in Arkensss. ‘The troops abandoned fort Smith on llarch the
gixth, 1824 snd descended the Arkanses River toc the Grand
River where they established & post under the name of Gantoﬁu.
ment CGlbson named for Colonel George Gibson, Commisssary-genersal

£ Subsistence.

lw]

The soldlers at once began the erection of temporary
guarters while they engaged in cutting out the hesvy timber
and undergrowth to maie room for & military establlshment,
They then proceeded to the erectlon 0f log houases and in time
construected a military post surrounding & square. When com=
rleted the fort wes one hundred and f£fifty ysrds from the
river bank and seven hundred and twenty six yaras from the

gummit of the hill northeast of it; 1t was on a slight



eminence about eighteen feet above the river bank. It

. meagured on the south side from north to south three hundred
and eighteen feet and from east to west three hundred and
forty-eisht Ffeet. The north and east gides were enclosed by
pickets or & »ullsede snd the lines of the south and west
gildes were rows also of log houses &ll of whilch were nrovided
with galleries &long the front ten fert wide. The fort
meunsured on the ingide clear of the galleries, two hundred
wnd forty-seven feet from north to south and two hundred
seventy-seven feet from eust to west. The bulldings wers
all one atory except those of two atories on the eust slde,
which were principslly occupled by the officers. At thre
southwest and northzast zngles of tihe work large block houses

. were constructed and two gix pounder cannons placed in the
lower story of each of them.

The locaticn of the Cantonment Clobson was unhealthful
and resulted in an appalling death rate of the troops stationed
thera,

The houses Occupled by the soldlers were built of green
loge thet soon rotted snd reguired congtant repairs and occagion-
ed much sicineas. Efforts were constantly made to secure the
construction of stone buildings but with so success for twenty
vearz after the 1lug fort was begun.

During this periocd Wort Glbson was regarded as the most
importanﬁ of the forts on the westsrn frontier which included
Port Jesup, Fort Towson, Port Gilbson, Tort Leavenwortnh and

. Tort Snelling snd st times there wsre as many troops stationed



&t Port Cibson as in &1l the other forts combined., During
this period Fort Gibson played a prominent part in pacifying
guvage Indlansg and meging 1t pogsible for the governmaent to
remove to this ceountry the imnigrant Indicns from esst of

the lilssissippl River. 3Several notuble oxpeditions departed
from Fort Gibson for %he purpoze of maklng peuce with wild
Indiana on %he pralries as o result of which numerous peace
treaties were negotiated at Port Gibson and other points
accessible from the Fort. The best known of these expeditions
was that of lBB&)when a large number of men departed under
command of Gensral Henry Leavenworth and Colonel Henry Dodge
to endeavor to bring representatives of some of the wild tribes
to Hort Gibson for & peace talk. 3efore they reached their
destination General Leavenworth died nesr the Washita River
and nearly one hundred and fifty soldlers diled during the ex-
pedition snd on their return,as a result of it.

Mnally after the necessary appropriation, the orders
were ¢iven and on July 17, 184b, General Thomas 3. Jesup,
Quartermaster-general of the Army, arrived at the fort and
plang wers mede for new buildings to be constructed of stone
on the hilll @and the slope between it én& the 0ld forte Vork
was soon under way,and by March 1846 & barruck for two com=-
panies had progressed above the seconﬁ_story and timbers for
both floors and plazras were lald. At this point the work

wag stopped by burning of the saw mill of the fort with the
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loas of mill, lumber and tools. In 1885 only the commissary
store house had been completed. The wslls of the partially
constructed barracke stood for more than ten yezrs and still
marked the unfinigshed plans of the army when the vost was
sbandoned.

The order to abandon the fort was issued June 8, 1857
and within the month was substantlally executed. The fort
and the reservation were turned over to the Cherokee Nation
and the Cherokee Council on November 6, 18567, pasged an act
creating the town of Keewtoo-wah upon what hsad been the mili-
tary reesrvation and provliding for the sale to Cherokee citi-
zeng of lote thereln.

The Civil War brought further changes in the fort sand on
April 5, 1863 the whole hill wae reoccupled by thres Cherokee
reglments, four companies of Kanseas Cavalry and Hopkins Battery
of Volunteers, an ageregats of three thousand one hundred fifty
men with four field pleces and two Liansfield Howitzers. A main
work was constructed and embraoing fifteen to seventeen acres
with engles and fecings:; from this extended a line of earth
works &bout one and one-~guarter miles in length, the whole dig~
tance bheing regarded strong enough to resist a force of twenty
thousand mens T0O this work wae first given the name Tort Blunt
in compliment to Iajor-general James G. Blunt, then commanding
the distriet of the frontier.

After the Battle of Honey Springs July 16, 1863 the

strength of the post was increaseq)until July 31 it aggreguted



five thousand two hundred and four and on dugust 21 there

were glx thousand fourteen troopa at the gurrison with
eighteen field pileces. Being the most impertant fortified
point in the tarritory)it gerved ae a headguarters of milltary
operations in that vicinity during the remainder of the Civil
“ar and played s conspleuoung part in strengthing the hands of
the loyal element among the tribes. The name of Blunt was
officially attached to the post until December 31, 1863 when
i1t was dropped in favor of Fort Gibson.

A detachment of regular troops from the Flrst Battalion
of the Tenth United States Infantry in command of iiajor-general
Mo Hulligan on Pebruary 17, 1866 relieved the sixty-second
Iliinoig Volunteers then constituting the garrieon. The pOst'
remained garrisoned under the name of Fort Gibson until Sep=-
tember 30, 1871 when 1t was broken up as a milltary post, but
was temporarily occupled by the quartermaster's department as
& depot for such transportation and other facilitlies as were
necessary %o enable pay-masters and other offigers to communi-
cate with Tort Sill, It was reoccupled in July 1872 by two
companies o0f the Tenth Cavalry under Colonel RBenjamin H.
CGrierson who were sent here to cope with the lawless element
attraoted by the movement of the rallrosd camps engaged in
building the lilegsourl, Kuansas & Texas Rallroad ffom the Kansase

line to the Red River; this command continued &t Fort Gibson

until 1889,
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(Grant Toreman, Piloneer Days in the Harly gouthwest

(Cleveland, 1926) ibid., Indiang and Plonsera, (New Haven,

1930); ibid., Advancing the Wrontier (Norman, 1933).

In the early part of the Clvil udar Mort Glbson sand
other army posts in Indlan Territory were abhandoned by the
Union troops and ocoupled by the Confederates until it was
reocoupied in 1863 by the Pederal troops. The regervation
originally contalined eight square miles and four hundred
and twenty-one acres end wag declared a mllitary reservation
by orders dated January 2B, 1870, by virtue of treaties with
the Cherokee Indians on Tebruary 14, 1833, Decerber 29, 1835
and July 19, 1866. (Report of idjutant General, January 18,
1889.)

When they filnally sbandoned it the post contained a
large number of gubstantlsl structures reminlscent of the
busy career and military service as & post. It was a matter
of ¢reat regret that,when plans were made for the sule of
town lots and allotment of lands wlthln the Cherokee Nation,
no provision was made by the Federal Government for preserving
these bulldings and the slte of the post. However, there
were then a number of these bulldings in & good state of pre-
servatlion that might have been saved. VWhen the pogt was
abandoned svery thlng vossible was gold to the cltizens round
about_inoluding arny wagons, mules, saws, bernches, tables,
blankzets and even lamp posts which were constructed with coal

0il lamps in tall glgss enclosares mounted on solid posts.
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The merchants of Tort Gibson bought #nd set them up along
the atreets in froant 2f thelr places of business that began
at the river wnd extended up pest the store bmildings.

In 1894 the grest Cherckee puyment wesg held in the
sarrison., ALl of the parade ground was lalid off into streets
and the ares bstween became a tented city. It was here st
this time the flrst graphavhone®wus broughi to Fort Gibson,
the owner charging each persgon ten or fifteen cents to listen
in the esr thones t9o one record. 4l1ll kinds of btusineas on
wheels came into the Cherokee encampment, travelling dentists,
slap stick artists, shows and merry-go-rounds. (#rom clip-
ping furnished by liiss Bess Howurd of Tort Gibson.}

. In 1923 the 0ld well in the center of what had been the
log stockade of the old fort wes restored by the 01ld Yort
Club, an organization of Tort Glbson women, and a tablet was
set inside of the newly constructed curbd identifying the well.

3everal little cemeterles around the old fort recelved
8 large number of goldiers thaet died here in the sarly days.
After years of rains the bonses of these soldlers were washed
out and exposedl. One rain unearthed two leg bones that pro-
truded from the ground with heavy army shoes stlll on the
feet. (Informstion by Mrs. C. B. Kagy). Bones of many of

the =soldlers buried here were removed to the United States

*Gr'arﬂorh one (7)
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National Cemetery about two miles ezst of Fort Gibson

eantublished after the Civil ‘Viar,.

Higtorlecal Data furnished and/or edited by : Grant FToreman
1419 W. Okmulgee
ffuskogee, Okla.
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